A micromethod for measuring the molar concentration of polyadenylated RNA in the presence of ribosomal RNA.
A method has been developed for measuring the molar concentration of RNA and the mole fraction of polyadenylated RNA. Using known mixtures of globin mRNA and rRNA composed of 20 to 85% rRNA, the molar concentration of globin mRNA, a polyadenylated species, was determined in 45 min, with the consumption of less than 100 ng of total RNA. The technique is particularly well suited for determining the molar concentration of poly(A)+ RNA after chromatographic enrichment in columns of oligo(dT)-cellulose or poly(U)-Sepharose. The method makes possible the adoption of a molar standard.